AutoMate RV Club Newsletter

Issue #4, Summer 2003

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

By Betty Pollack
 Your Executive Board held an all day meeting on Saturday, June 21 during a weekend retreat. We were joined by two of our six Committee chairs, as the others were out of town.  Since the question has arisen, we all paid our own expenses; there was no cost to the Club.

We spent a lot of time defining and coordinating our roles, responsibilities and goals for the coming year, so that we can handle the Club’s business efficiently and smoothly by email.  We also developed several policies along with a budget that keeps expenses within our means.   Here are the highlights.

Club Financial Status

As all who attended the Spring 2003 Rally are aware, the Club lost a pile of money--$1,574.84 to be exact-- on that rally due primarily to no-shows and late cancellations.  In the past folks were allowed to pay upon arrival and all prepaid non-attendees were granted full refunds.  As a result the Club’s cash reserve of about $4000 was heavily depleted.  Here is the new policy.  

Rallies shall be priced to be self supporting.  In accordance with the expressed will of the members present at the April 5, 2003 General Meeting, effective with the Spring 2004 Rally all rally registrations shall be pre-paid.  Refunds, minus a $5.00 cancellation fee, will be granted to the extent that the Club does not incur any expense on behalf of the canceling party.  Any such incurred expenses, plus the cancellation fee, shall be deducted from the amount of any refund.  There will be no refunds for cancellations made within 14 days of the rally.  Refunds for cancellations made 15 or more days prior to the rally shall be calculated and mailed after the event.

Additionally no one except the Rally Physical Events Chair is authorized to make or change financial arrangements with facilities and suppliers.

Policies, Programs and Budget
· Members are invited to attend Board meetings held in conjunction with rallies.  


Editor: Jim Stephenson

· There will be four newsletters this year.  This newsletter and one in January will be sent by US mail to all members. It will also be posted on our web page, but without the membership roster.   Two newsletters (last May and this Oct) will be sent by email announcement and link to our web site.  www.automatervclub.com.  Click on newsletters.    “Snail mail” copies will be mailed to those with no email address, those with pocket mail, and others who make a request to Editor Jim Stephenson .  Hard copy newsletters will be photocopied in black and white with no photos.  Rally photos are posted on our website.  www.automatervclub.com.  Click on rallies, then click on photos.  You can even print copies of the photos you want.  The expense for all four newsletters is budgeted at $400.  Total budget to update and maintain the web page is $700. 
Since several folks have asked: Note that it cost the Club about $850, or about $4.50 per member, for the four-color newsletter sent to all members a year ago.  Members are encouraged to make full use of the web site which is very cost effective. However, if the majority of members want all newsletters to be four-color printed with pictures and sent by US mail, this can be done if membership dues are increased by at least $15 per year.  The Board is interested in your thoughts on this matter.

· The membership roster is being mailed with this newsletter to current members.  Per existing policy, it is NOT to be used for commercial purposes or given to non-members for any reason.

· The Fall Rally will be social only.

The Spring Rally will have speakers from 9-noon on both Friday and Saturday.  One hour each day will be devoted to topics of special interest to women members and two hours each day will be devoted to technical issues, including brief, selected vendor presentations.   Dan Wilson will be invited to give a presentation and Q&A session from 2-4 on Friday. The General Membership Meeting will be held Saturday, March 27 from 2-4.  If the Fairgrounds approves, vendors will be asked to set up outside the exhibit hall in the covered area.  Vendors will be asked not to conduct business inside the exhibit hall during speaker presentations. 

· Outreach to new AutoMate owners is a high priority.  $125 in postage and mailing was budgeted.

· A very useful Housecleaning Tips pamphlet, thoughtfully written by Diana Storm, will be photocopied and disseminated at the Spring 2004 rally at a cost of about $130.

· Development of an updated technical manual will begin, but the manual will not be published until such time as the Club protects itself by incorporating and obtaining appropriate insurance.   The existing manual will be re-printed and sent to new members.  $500 was budgeted for development and $300 for re-printing.

· Other non-rally expenses were budgeted at $235 for bank fees (Sue will try to negotiate lower fees); $50 for Sunshine Committee cards and postage, and $62 for postage and printing for new member welcome letters, dues reminders, etc.  We will not purchase additional Club items unless there is membership demand for them.

Incorporation and Insurance

· A plan for incorporation and insurance along with proposed articles of incorporation and revised bylaws that conform with California law will be presented to the membership at the March 27, 2004 General Meeting.   Briefly, there are two primary reasons to incorporate:  First, under California law non profit organizations must be incorporated if their annual income exceeds $25,000.  We project about $20,000, including rally fees, for this year.  Second, insurance carriers will not cover us unless we are incorporated.  We have been strongly advised to obtain appropriate insurance before proceeding any further with our projects to expand technical assistance to members.  To minimize costs, the plan and proposed incorporation documents will be written by the President, reviewed by an attorney at a cost not to exceed $500, and upon Board approval mailed by US mail to all members with the January 2004 newsletter.  

For those who may wonder, I have a template, I’ve done this before, and I hope to have draft documents ready for the Board to review at its 10:00-noon meeting on Friday, October 3 in Paso Robles in the Clubhouse after the omelet breakfast.  Interested members are invited to attend that meeting.  Nothing can be implemented without approval by the General Meeting, so please mark you calendars to attend the March 25-28, 2004 Spring Rally at the Merced County Fairgrounds in Los Banos.

So, if you’ve added everything up, non rally expenses are budgeted at about $3001.  At the time of the Board meeting we had 169 paid members, which at $20 per rig is $3380.  Our goal is to achieve at least 200 members, but the Board does not want to spend that money unless we know we will have it!  And we want to keep a prudent reserve. 

In closing, I want to publicly thank the Board, Committee chairs and spouses who worked so hard all day at our Board meeting to accomplish all the above objectives.  Thanks to Board members and spouses: Bob and Marlene Cohen, Bob and Beverly Livesey, Barbara and Jerry Luthin, Sue and David Tavernetti, Jim and Mary Stephenson, and to committee chairs Julie and Ross Stewart and Dave Pollack. 

As always, I welcome your comments.  I can best be reached at bgpollack@aol.com.  Be sure to include AutoMate in the subject line.  I can also be reached by phone and US mail at the address in the roster when I am not traveling.  u 
Betty    

FALL RALLY REGISTRATION DEADLINE NEARING

Our Fall rally set for October 2-5 is shaping up to be a great event.  If you have not yet sent in your prepaid registration, please do so ASAP because there are only 65 full hookup sites.  Your check for $150 should be made payable to AutoMate RV Club and mailed before the deadline of August 29 to Sue Tavernetti, Treasurer, 238 Rio Vista Dr., King City CA 93930. 

Late registrations will be accepted on a prepaid, space available basis, but you need to email me (bgpollack@aol.com) or phone me at 650 591-5401 AND mail your check to Betty Pollack, 316 Sycamore Street, San Carlos, CA 94070-2020, since Sue and David Tavernetti will be out of the country from September 11 until late on October 2.  There is a $10 cancellation fee for refunds if Sue is notified by August 29 (tavernetti@redshift.com ) or 831-385-4458.  There will be no refunds after August 29.  

The locale is a brand new park, Wine Country RV Resort, 2500 Airport Rd. in Paso Robles.  We’ll be their first rally! And they are rolling out the red carpet for us.  There will be a welcome ice cream social, two dinner events, including a karaoke night, an on-site wine tasting party on Friday, and a choice of winery tours or Bingo on Saturday.  An added attraction will be an “omelet in a bag” breakfast thanks to Lorraine Morgado and her committee.  We’ve also left plenty of time for our favorite rally activity--socializing with fellow AutoMaters.   Full details are on our website www.automatervclub.com.  Click on Rallies, then click on Fall Rally.  A flyer describing the resort amenities is enclosed with this newsletter. 

The park is offering special rates of $25 per night for rally attendees who wish to spend up to 3 days at the resort before and/or after the rally.  To take advantage of this offer, you must make arrangements directly with Wine Country RV Resort.

We hope to see you there.

Newsletter Notes



This issue comes to you by snail mail because it contains the roster, which you will agree contains information which need not be made available to anyone who chooses to visit the webpage.  

The balance of the Newsletter, however is posted on www.automatervclub.com as always, for those of you who are traveling, and don’t receive snail mail.  You might note that we are making it available in both Word and PDF (requires Acrobat Reader, which is freeware available over the internet) formats in order to give you a choice.   You can easily produce a printed version yourself.  Back issues will remain available on the “page”.

Depending on the content and purpose of future Newsletters, either all snail-mail or partial electronic version will be used.  If you require the printed version, please be sure to let me know!  On the other hand, please advise us if your E-Mail address changes so that we are able to advise you when new editions are posted.  And if you are using the Earthlink (or other) spam blockers, it is recommended that you put the following address on the approved list to receive messages.  If not - - !


Contributions to future issues will be most welcome.  Since I travel a lot, the best contact will be:  automatenewsletter@earthlink.net .


So let’s hear from you with your ideas and your contributions!

Jim   

 SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

Many thanks to Kathy Noble, who volunteered to serve as Sunshine Chair and send cards when she is informed of Club members who are seriously ill or have had a death in their family.   Kathy can be reached by email only at therollinnoble1@aol.com, since the Nobles are traveling for several months in their AutoMate.

DUES ARE OVERDUE

Please look through the membership roster of all whose dues were paid by July 31.  If you notice that any of your friends are missing from the list, please contact them and ask them to mail their $20 dues check to Treasurer Sue Tavernetti asap so that they don’t miss out.  We’ll even send them a copy of this newsletter--after their dues are paid.


Spring Rally
· March 25 – 28, 2004

· Merced Country Fairgounds, 


Los Banos 

WHO TO CONTACT FOR THINGS

Changes of address,  


     (phone or email)
Barbara Luthin

Payment of Dues and 


     Rally Fees
Sue Tavernetti

Purchase of Club Items
Bob Cohen   (or via


                the WebPage)

Newsletter/ Webpage 
Jim Stephenson

Technical Manual input
Bob Cohen

Rig Maintenance Tips
Hud Hatch

Outreach to New 

     AutoMate owners
Julie and Ross Stewart

Spring Rally:

      Physical Arrangements
Bob Livesey

      Parking Committee
Andy Anderson

      Speakers & Vendors
Dave Pollack

      Social Events
Helen Zinn


Sunshine Committee cards
Kathy Noble

General Inquiries and issues
Betty Pollack

     Contact information for these people is included in the Roster which is enclosed in the snail mail version of this edition, which I hope you all received!


WebPage Notices: 

www.automatervclub.com 

     Our WebMaster continues to work on

the Club WebPage trying to make it an important link in our communications program.  You will find:

· Photographs from past rallys!

· Previous Newsletters.

· Members Only – handy links and order name tags.

· Membership – brush up on Club purpose and apply for membership.

· Travel Chat – what are you doing and where, what problems, triumphs, etc.

· Guest Book – comments of any nature from Guests and Members.

· Maintenance tips!

In Memoriam


The AutoMate RV Club was saddened to hear of the death of Charles Waggoner.  We send our deepest sympathies to his family.

Charles and Betty were active and enthusiastic founding members of the AutoMate Club, and Charles served as a member of the parking committee at past rallies.  Betty reports that the family plans to keep the AutoMate; using it as a family vacation retreat.

U-Bolts

We continue to hear complaints and horror stories about broken and loose U-bolts on our Automates. We cannot stress enough the importance of checking these bolts on a regular basis and especially before any long trip. U-bolts should be torqued to a least 45 and no more than 60 foot-pounds.

 

While underneath your rig, it is a good policy to check all other bolts to verify that they have not vibrated loose.

 

This is one area where an ounce of prevention is worth more than a pound of cure!!!

 

 Bob Cohen – Technical Manual Guru

Additional comment from the Editor: 

 Most of us have Air-Suspension, which results in one of the two U-bolt nuts being hidden under the air bag such that it cannot be tightened.  Excessive torquing of the exposed nut will place an extreme tension stress on the bolt as it attempts to creep around the axel to compensate for the looseness of the hidden nut. The bolt will break!   If you have repeated looseness on the exposed nut, you must jack the rig, remove the air bag, and tighten the hidden nut – but to no more than the recommended 60 foot-pounds! I keep mine at 45.’


Special thanks to:

· Bill Noble for planning the entire Fall Rally.  He’ll miss it too, since he and Kathy are traveling.

· David Tavernetti who will serve as on-site Fall Rally Chair.

· Diana Storm for writing a Housecleaning Tips pamphlet which will be handed out to attendees at the March 25-28, 2004 rally in Los Banos.  Be sure to come and get your copy.

FACTORY NEWS


The factory website is up and running again.  Check it out at www.automaterv.com.

 
There is no longer an 800 number.  The phone number is (209) 826-1521 and fax is (209) 826-8167.

Who to contact for what at the factory:

  *  Bill Wyrick:       Sales
  *  Dan Wilson:      Production, Replacement parts

          orders, General office information 
  *  Ray Salazar:     Repairs
  *  Mickey Casteneta:    Factory tours

Bill reports that the new air-ride hitch being installed on some new rigs cannot reasonably be retrofitted onto existing rigs.


Drivers License Endorsement

Do you California drivers have the proper license?  

Many do not, and even the DMV sometimes doesn’t know the details of the requirements.  But since some police officials do – we strongly recommend having the endorsement which results in a sticker on the back of your license stating:

May tow fifth-wheel recreational trailer between 10,001 and 15,000 pounds FVWR.


If your DMV office shows a blank face, ask for “endorsement 41”.  There is a booklet to study, and a 20 question test to take.  There is no charge – but!

MEXICAN CORN BREAD
 (Taste of Home Magazine)


This recipe is courtesy of the Salinas Elkscampers.  The original recipe called for a 9 x 13 pan which produced a lot of cornbread.  I have revised the recipe to an 8 x 8 pan and it works fine.  For the cornbread mix I used 2 boxes of Jiffy corn muffin mix   ( 8 1/2 oz each).  For the cheese I used low-fat cheddar although any good cheese should work.

·  2 pkgs. corn bread mix

·  1/2 medium chopped onion

·  1 cup shredded cheese

·  1 small can cream style corn (7-8 oz)

·  2 beaten eggs

·  2 oz. chopped green chilies

·  1/6th cup vegetable oil (4 tsp.)

· 1 1/2 tsp. finely chopped jalapeno pepper


Combine all ingredients; stir until moistened.  Pour into greased 8 x 8 baking dish.  Bake at 350 for 45-50 minutes.

It is really great if you put a good chili over the top.


Compliments of David Tavernetti !

	Tiny Tips


For enhancing AutoMate ownership!
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	AutoMate provides a very useful front stabilizer – but does it keep your rig stable?  If not,  we suggest you buy a turnbuckle at Orchard Supply and install it as shown.  Some plastic plates from Camping World allow the legs to rest firmly on the gravel, and yet to move together to provide a stable support as the turnbuckle takes up tension.  Out of pocket about $20!
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	Red Neck Barbecue Chicken

· 1 frying chicken

· 2 cans beer

	Light BBQ.  When grill is hot, open a can of beer.  Insert can into the chicken and place on BBQ.  Cover and cook for 30 minutes.  Open other can of beer and enjoy!


How can anything so simple taste so good?

Compliments of Mary Stephenson



CONDOLENCES


The Club offers it’s sincere condolences upon receiving notice from Herb Coleman of his wife Ruth’s recent death.


We are pleased to hear that Herb has plans to attend the Fall Rally.  We look forward to seeing him there.

WASHDAY BLUES

A Laundry Room Primer


We pull into the RV Park and while hubby checks in I take a quick peruse of the laundry room.  Will the machines be new and clean or old and grubby?  How many quarters will it take to complete this dreaded task?  A few moments later I lug my sack, bursting with an eclectic collection of the stained and spotted, (most of it older than the optimum five days), into the laundry room and upend it into a wire mesh basket.  There are two machines available so two will have to do.  I begin a preliminary sort and hope the ladies will not notice that I am throwing the blue jeans in with the underwear.  I cram the machines full while blatantly ignoring the posted warning not to overload.


Two more women arrive.  Nothing to do now but stick around.  Impatient laundry room occupants have been known to unload washers and fling the clothes into any convenient empty spot.  One washer completes its cycle and the “five day lady” jumps up and heaves her clothes into a dryer.  She avoids the one closest to the window declaring that the others are hotter.  While I watch the clothes go round and round I listen with half an ear to the conversation swirling around me most of it concerned with the best kind of detergent, fabric softener and prewash spray.  Why I wonder, can’t women with some free moments in their busy days use this time to talk about books or movies, why Donald Rumsfeld needs a hairstylist or the upcoming wedding of Ben and Jolo.


When the dryer reaches the end of its cycle Mrs “Five Day” unloads it into the basket , which she wheels to the folding table.  She takes the fitted bottom sheets and folds them so precisely that they look like they’ve just jumped right out of a cellophane package.  The underwear is folded into tiny squares, every shirt smoothed and hung on hangers.  If this is a contest in the neat and orderly way to process laundry, I will come in dead last.  My modus operandi is to stuff everything into my laundry bag and flee back to the rig where I will fold and sort while watching Oprah and drinking a beer.  I wonder if the five day lady goes through this exercise at home or is this just a laundry room show off stunt?
Mary Stephenson

UNEXPECTED TREASURE

Situated on the bank of the Salinas River on US 101 at King City is San Lorenzo Park.  Located two

Jim Stephenson

Editor for AutoMate RV Club

11438 Winding Trail Lane

Dublin, CA  94568

hours south of San Jose or just an 1 ½ hours north of San Luis Obispo, this park provides an excellent stopping place while traveling on US 101.  There are 99  sites, 25 with full hook-ups and the rest with water and electric; both pull-through and back-in.  Trees abound through the sites and there are good restroom and shower facilities.  Dogs are welcome with a 2 per site limit (must have proof of current rabies vaccination).  There is a $2.00 charge per dog per night.

San Lorenzo Park is also home to the Monterey County Agricultural and Rural Life Museum.  This museum has numerous buildings depicting life in rural California in the late 19th and early 20th century.  You can view all of the facilities available in connection with the museum at the web site:  www.mcarlm.org.  

To get to San Lorenzo Park from highway 101 north or south, take the Broadway Street exit.  At the stoplight turn left.  This will take you directly into the park.  Current fees per night are $25.00 for full hook-up, $20,00 for water and electric only.  Good Sam and Senior Citizen discounts are given.  Reservations can be made by calling 831-385-5964.  Information on the museum facilities is available at 831-385-8020

(Thanks to David Tavernetti)






